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	ABSTRACT	
The	present	study's	impact	of	shifts	in	cropping	patterns	on	the	socioeconomic	conditions	of	farmers	conducted	in	the	Pune	district	of	
Maharashtra	state.	Both	primary	and	secondary	data	were	used	for	the	study.	68.67	per-cent	of	farmers	buy	new	livestock,	68.00	per-
cent	of	farmers	dig	new	wells/bores,	and	62.00	per-cent	of	farmers	improve	their	existing	land.	On	the	home	front,	84.00	per-cent	
started	using	LPG	gas,	while	82.00	per-cent	of	respondents	had	access	to	drinking	water,	As	improving	living	conditions,	80.00	per-
cent	started	more	spending	on	food	and	nutrition	for	the	family,	8.67	per-cent	of	farmers	purchased	'smart	T.	V.'	and	85.53	per-cent	
farmers	purchase	'android	phones',	as	farmers	changing	living	conditions,	70.67	per-cent	repaid	their	old	loans,48.67	per-cent	had	
increased	savings/deposits	and	43.33	per-cent	of	invested	their	money	in	other	enterprises.	The	research	based	on	empirical	data	of	
crops	and	area	under	them	during	years	2012	-21	from	15	villages,	Data	collection	and	analysis	is	major	challenge	faced	during	
research.	By	overcoming	this	problem	this	research	helps	to	understand	how	socioeconomic	characteristics	of	farmer	help	him	to	
change	its	cropping	pattern	and	help	him	to	improve	live-hood	conditions.8u
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INTRODUCTION
In India, agriculture and other agro-based sectors are having 
largest source of livelihoods. Nearly 70 per-cent of rural 
households depend on agriculture (FAO,2018). The proportion 
of area under various crops at a point as it changes over space 
and time is called a cropping pattern. The study of cropping 
patterns is very important because it provides evidence about 
the changes that are taking place in land use related to 
agriculture. The cropping pattern was studied on two bases 1) 
Shifts and 2) Deviations. The shift in cropping pattern means a 
change in the sequence of crops throughout time. Deviations in 
cropping patterns mean changes in the area allocated under 
different crops (Chavare,2020). Cropping pattern plays a 
deciding role in the socioeconomic conditions of farmers. 
Change in the cropping pattern and sequence from traditional 
cropping to commercializing cropping leads to improved 
socioeconomic conditions for the farmers. 88.99 % of the 
respondent's accessibility to inputs has increased, 91.51% of 
the respondents opined that vegetable production has 
increased, acquisition of assets 20.18 % of the respondents 
reported construction of a new house, 14.68 % of the 
respondents purchased vehicles and about 63.00 % and 74.54 
% of the respondents opined that they  provide education to 
their children and able to bear the family health expenses 
respect ively  due to  increase  in  their  income (K C 
Gummagolmath,2020). 

Cropping pattern changes have also diversi�ied dietary pattern 
(Sajithi,2017). An attempt was made to study.

1)	To study the socioeconomic pro�ile of the farmer
2) To assess the impact of shifts in cropping patterns on 
socioeconomic conditions of farmer

METHODOLOGY
For the present research paper Khed tehsil in the Pune district 
was selected for sampling procedure. Khed is an adjacent tehsil 
of Pune city and a major part of the tehsil comes under the 
Chakan and Moshi industrial area, due to industrialization, and 
urbanization, it is noticed that there is a predominant change in 
area, production, and productivity of various crops.10 
respondents from 15 villages respondents selected purposively 
by proportional sampling technique. Data was collected and 
analysed with the help of statistical tools like mean, per-centage, 
and standard deviation.

RESULTS	AND	DISCUSSION	
1.	Socioeconomic	pro�ile	of	farmer
Data presented in Table 1 regarding the socioeconomic 
characteristics of respondents 
Up to half 49.33 % were middle age category,34.66 % of farmers 
h a d  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n ,  4 0 . 6 6 %  o f  f a r m e r s  h a d 
'Agriculture+dairy' as their occupation for live hood, and more 
than half 54.66 % of farmers had a medium level of experience 
from 20 to 26 years, 44.67 % respondents were small farmers 
had possessed land holding from 1 ha to 2 ha, 67.33 % 
respondents had to earn medium level income from 70,560 to 
1, 45,441 Rs.
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2.	 Impact	of	 shifts	 in	 cropping	pattern	on	socioeconomic	
conditions	of	farmer	
Socioeconomic impact refers to the improvements in living 
conditions and standards of farmers due to changes in cropping 
patterns by farmers. For this, improvements are categorized as 
the improvements that occur on the home front, on material 
changes in the home, on health and spiritual changes, and 
economic changes.
Table 2 represents the impact on Socioeconomic impact on 
respondents due to changes in cropping patterns. On farm 
change, 68.67 per-cent of farmers buy new livestock which 
complementary to farming, while 68.00 per-cent of farmers dug 
new wells/bores for irrigation needs of farms, followed by 62.00 
per-cent of farmers improving their existing land. On the home 
front, more than four-�ifth of respondents (84.00 per-cent) 
started using LPG gas, while 82.00 per-cent of respondents had 
access to drinking water at homes followed by 72.00 per-cent of 
farmers had access to toilets, and less than one-half of 
respondents (42.67 per-cent) modi�ied/constructed new 
homes.
As improving living conditions, the majority of respondents 
(80.00 per-cent) started more spending on food and nutrition 
for the family, while 67.33 per-cent of farmers spent more on 
clothing.48.00 per-cent of farmers agree with the notion of 
'providing higher education to their Children' and less than two-
�ifths of respondents (36.00 per cent) agreed to 'more 
pilgrimage visits'.            
In the economic sphere, as farmers change living conditions, 
slightly more than seventy per-cent of respondents 

(70.67 per-cent) repaid their old loans, followed by up to one-
half of respondents (48.67 per-cent) had increased 
savings/deposits, and 43.33 per cent of invested their money in 
other enterprises.

CONCLUSION
1. Education, Work experience, and Annual income play an 
important role encouraging farmers to change cropping 
patterns.
2. As changing cropping pattern helps to mitigate risks, this 
helps increase in family income and directly improves 

SCOPE	OF	STUDY
1. There are many factors which affect socio-economic 
condition of farmers. i e. society
2. There is further scope of study to understand their impact on 
socio-economical conditions of farmers.
3. This is further scope of study in different localities by applying 
same methodology with certain modi�ications.

CONFLICT	OF	INTEREST
There is no con�lict of interest while undertaking research.

ACKNOWELDEMENT
I thankful to my m.sc. thesis guide Dr.S.S.Khnadave mam and all 
members of my m.sc. thesis research council, my seniors, juniors 
, farmers , mother-father and family who believe in me and 
helped me to complete my research work.  

Table	1.	Socioeconomic	characteristics	of	the	respondents
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Table	2.	Socioeconomic	impact	on	respondent	due	to	change	in	cropping	pattern	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (n=150)
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